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However, the war was not finished; Louis XV
left Strasbourg amid cheers and acclamations to
go off to the siege at Freiburg; he knew how to
inspire his officers with courage, perform his
duties, and to play his part in the operations which
were to decide the final victory. On the afternoon
of 4th September he had received Marshal de
Noailles with the words: "Sir, behold a man res-
tored from the dead!"

He informed himself on every detail, continually
questioned the generals and attentively examined
all the accounts, gaining a wonderful knowledge
of his subordinates* virtues and weaknesses;
nothing escaped his curious perspicacity; and
everyone was astonished by his remarkable me-
mory. At Freiburg the French troops' valour was
put to the test in many engagements; and Louis XV
was informed on these by the Marshal de Coigny
through the agency of the Marquis de Valfons.

A rash and impulsive soldier, the Prince de
Soubise, did not fear to expose himself to enemy
fire and had his arm broken; and Louis came to
his bedside and gave him most moving marks of his
esteem and gratitude. A few days afterwards,
Lowendal was seriously wounded; finally the fort
put out a white flag and capitulated with the
honours of war,

The king's presence became less useful, so he
continued on his way to Paris where magnificent
ceremonials awaited him. Medals, standards and
pennants all had the words "Ludovico redivivo
et triumphatori"; the Court poets* praises were